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Type No. of Storefronts Square Feet

Coffee/Bakery 20 26,768

Fast Food/Fast Casual 50 104,110

Full Service Dining 31 173,183

Bar 10 52,252

Type No. of Storefronts Square Feet

Traditional Retail* 12 30,189

Service* 13 31,795

Grocery 1 34,550

Salon 7 17,438

Medical 1 4,500

Pharmacy/Convenience 3 8,229

Fitness/Gym 1 500

Private Education 2 10,000

Type Square Feet*

Public Education 4 50,274

Cultural (exc. museums)* 3 270,986

Yacht Club/Boat House 2 8,400

District Wharf (89)

L’Enfant Plaza
(72)

Federal Center
SW (36)

Waterfront
(20)

The
Portals

(10)

Neighborhood Vacancy %

Southwest 18.42

Central Business District 24.35

Navy Yard 16.52

NOMA 17.70

DC 13.96

Item %/Square Feet

Vacancy Rate by SQFT 18.4%

Openings 9,812 SQFT

Closings 18,464 SQFT

Preparing for Occupancy 4,897 SQFT

MARKET SNAPSHOT

VACANCY RATE COMPARISONS 
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6-Mo Change 
(No. of Storefronts)

OTHERS

BIANNUAL SW 
RETAIL REPORT
MARKET OVERVIEW
The relocation of the Southwest Farmers
Market to The Wharf has brought new
energy and foot traffic to the waterfront.
At the same time, momentum is building in
the northern portion of the neighborhood,
where the sale of two federal office
buildings signals the beginning of a new
chapter of redevelopment. These
transactions present a significant long-term
opportunity to reshape Southwest's office
and retail landscape.

JUNE 2026

APPROXIMATE NUMBER OF 
STOREFRONTS BY SUBMARKET

*Sqft for cultural usage includes footprint for the whole building while the rest
of the typologies are represented with ground floor SQFT. Cultural usage

excludes museums but includes theaters and performance venues.

*Traditional retail sells physical goods (e.g. jewelry, liquor) 
while service businesses provide expertise or actions (e.g. bank)
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Waterfront refers to the retail surrounding 4th and M St SW, 
around the Waterfront Metro Station. Federal Center SW includes C St SW

Corridor. All numbers include vacant storefronts.

SWBID’s June 2026 Retail Report presents data collected from
January to June 2026 on ground-floor occupancy and based on

team canvassing conducted through April/June. The report
covers the SWBID boundaries as well as The Portals.
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No. of Storefronts



Are you a new business owner in Southwest or interested in bringing your business to the neighborhood? 
Send us an email at info@swbid.org with your business name, point of contact, and email address. 

Our team will follow up with helpful resources and information about the community.

Smithsonian 2025
Visitation Numbers 

Air and Space: 1M
American Indian: 620K
Hirshhorn: 484K
Asian Art: 471K

Bloomaroo 

Mar 28, 2026
79.3K visitors

the Wharf

RETAIL DRIVERS 

Wharf event foot traffic comes from PlacerAI. 
Smithsonian numbers are from si.edu.

BIG NEWS 

SW NEIGHBORHOOD SNAPSHOT

RESIDENT DEMOGRAPHICS 
Total Population: 9,332
Total Number of Households: 6,061
Median Household Income: $109,332
Percent Bachelor’s Degree or Higher: 72% 
Median Age: 35.7

DAYTIME POPULATION
Average Daily Visitors: 60,073
Average Daily Commuters: 24,248
Total Number of Jobs: 29,620

TOURISM
Average Hotel Monthly Occupancy: 75%
Number of Hotels: 10
Number of Hotel Rooms: 2,796
12-month RevPAR: $210
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HillRag | SW Farmers Market Moves To The Wharf | Feb. 2026
https://www.hillrag.com/2026/02/26/sw-farmers-market-moves-to-the-wharf/

Washington Business Journal | GSA sells Southwest D.C.'s 1 million-square-foot Regional Office Building | Mar. 2026
https://www.bizjournals.com/washington/news/2026/03/24/regional-office-building-gsa-dalian-development.html 

WTOP | Historic DC building with highway ramp inside sells for $17M | May 2026
https://wtop.com/dc/2026/05/historic-dc-building-with-highway-ramp-inside-sells-for-17m/ 

Washington Business Journal | Merchants Marina Bar & Lounge opens at The Wharf in Southwest D.C. | May 2026
https://www.bizjournals.com/washington/news/2026/05/11/merchants-marina-bar-lounge-the-wharf.html 

PoPville | Dunkin’ coming to WMATA Headquarters in L’Enfant Plaza | Jun. 2026
https://www.popville.com/2026/06/dunkin-coming-to-wmata-headquarters-in-lenfant-plaza/

SWBID’s June 2026 Retail Report presents data collected from
January to June 2026 on ground-floor occupancy and based on

team canvassing conducted through April/June. The report
covers the SWBID boundaries as well as The Portals.
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RETAIL REPORT
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